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Big Money in Dates---How Uncle Sam s Raising Tropical Fruits

Southwestern D

The Palm Gardens of Arizona.
The Date Trees of the Sahara
and the Persian Gulf—How the
Fruit Was Introduced—Breed-
ing New Varieties—All About
the Fig and the Blastophagas,
a Little Insect Whose Eggs
Are Worth Millions—The Mas-
lin Fig Orchard.

CARPENTEH.
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the country & hapdful and leave =omas
10 spare. The amount was 20900,
pounds, and the frult wons &
that which comes from tha oas
Sahnra Much of It wis ral
the Salton Sea, Sauthern o
where It 15 50 that the
skid tojay { and
alleged
thest of br

~ BY FRHANK (
Washington, 12

Eam ralsed

ag] about
1lifornia;
henz ars
where, as
. iz anly

paper hetwesn, it and
ons, Other dates were
Eilp  rande Valler ot
rihers opn the acorching
Heovuthern The Arabs
thal the date must have ila
fn the water its head In the
burning sun
Those are
PaErim of uur
M white hnat

kopt

in
hot

tha

lowey r
. the

pal
and

feet

the conditions in many
Fouthwesl, The sun
¥ irrigation 1ihs
,@nda they produce

v h vontaing

but

paims i me

caten by man

7 the Enbhorm.
vou any talk with
et me ‘ﬂk" you]
the date countrias of
L] of our drtes come
r , that greatl stretch of
degart ne arrofes Norith Atfrick,
cover 81 as much land as the
whols gtater. 1 have vislted a
nlmber of cases and have pleked

detes from Lthae traes

ara garden epots In thie
of gznd and rock. Thera

iare miles of tham, a ter-
twice that of Dhio, Ken.

irginiz, and upen all of
chief crop is dates. Each
by 1 area, bt

it containg
accn and Algeria
e atenrding to the

7

SMYRNA FIG
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Galore

Inspires the buying public
to visit THE FREED CO.

We must have the room
and we're doing everything
in our power to get it.

$6.00 Tub Dresses

Lawns, Lingeries, Ginghams,

1.98

$6.00 Pengee Coats

sailor collar trim,

1.98

$8.00 Voile Skirts

French imported voile,

3.98

$8 Summer Dresses
Linens, Foulards, Marqui«
settes,

2.98

miles. |

GRCHARD AT FRESNO.

eserts--- ['wenty Million Pounds of Dates

Jumes P. Reed, n Callfornla date grevwer, nnd tree,

Thin In a three-yenr-old

neediing,

Menrra. Falrchild an
Aaxs ufter planting.

In from Australin. Mr. Falrchild fu front, Mr, Awingle io
rear, holdlng por.
Egypt, from Arabia and from other rona. and son the seuthernmest adgn
places which he visited durlppz hisyof Califarnia. There {8 nno use at-
travels, tempting 1o srow them where (s
Bringing Nates to America, temperaturs falls belnw A5 Fahren-
The man whn has done mere fap | 10 &nd the hotter the hetler. Thara
dets cultiire In the Unlted States than |2fe Boe reslons in Nevada whers

any other, howevar, Walter T. Ewin-
gle, who is a botanist and plant-
bresder ranke as hich us Luther Bur.
benk, the so-called wizard of Califor-
nie. Nr. Bwingle has bred new dates,
new figs and new ritrus frijts, in-
wluding oranges Wwhich can he grown

85 far North as cantral Genrgia.  Ha
has heen largely Instrumental in in-
troducing tha date and the fig into

cur country, and has also ziven us
the pistachio and other veluahble plenty
of the Medlterranean region. He has
Eean conpected with the Department
of Agricultura for more than twenty
years, and hecame interested In the in-
troduction of dates and figs during his

&tAY at Naples, wWhere ha want tn
eludy troplcal agrictlture ahout a Ae-
cade or =o agn  He then travalad

through Asia Minor and crossed over
{nto Africa, going down Into ths Sa-
hara. Prior to his visit te the date
reglons there som= sacding dair treaes
had teen grown In California and Ari-
zona, and there had hean attempis hy
the department to import shonts or
suckers from the date trees of Africa.

The chief way of startlng a date
grova in tha Sahara is te take up the
suckers, which sprout out from ahout
the trunk of the palm, and plant them.
The method of shipping them to the
United States wes to Bet  them out
in tubs near the trees from whiech
they were taken and te allaw them
to grow for one year. At the end of
that tima ths plant in the tub wag
sent fo New York and thence to the
West. This method was costlv. The
ateambonts did not lika to handle tha
tuhs, and thay charged freight at the
rate of ona ton per tuh, Tha expenas
was elmost prohibitive.

Mr. Bwingle concelved the idan of
ganding the shoots fresh from the tres.
He =ent to Par’'s for a pole of a spe-
clal kind of mosz, and with this, af-
ter it had bhesn wall wat, he wrapped
the end of the suckers, He then tied
each up In straw and packed them {n
‘ordinary shoe boxes, which he was
eblé to shlp at the regular fraight
rates, JL weas found that the shoots
arrived In Arlzopa and california In
excellent condition. They were trans-
planted in the dale gardens there and
rapidly grew,

Where Our Date Farma Are.

During his second visit to Algeria,
Mr. Swingle made, one shipment of
over four hunlred of these suckers,
three-fourthse of which became treos.
and sinca then we have had othar im-
portatione mads the same way. Some
of the egnckers wera set ot at Temua,
Arizons, not far from Phoenix. Theo-
dore Roosevell while President foast.
et on dates from those traes nnd
thousands of pounds wers harvested
from them this year. Others of the
suclkesra went to Callfornle, and some
bave been sent to an extensive date
reglon which 15 now being tested near
Laredo, Texas. Not a few so {mport-
ed are growing in the Imperlal Val-
ley af Southern Callfornia. Mr. Ewin-
Ele tella me that datés may be grown
in Callfornla as .far north as Bacra-

mento, but that the finest wvarlsties
Jrill pucece

& post -about Tumae_Arje=|and druggists everywhere, .

cdates might grow, and this is =0 aisn
in New Maxico and all slong the liot
Rin Grande River in Texas, with the
exceptlon of a Fhoart distanea near
the mouth whera the malet winds from
the Gulf of Mexico makes the summer
tas cool o ripen the frult

It iz a singular thing that the fruit

Eeems 1o thrive an an alkall soll. 1In
Fome nf the orchards whieh are now
Erowing the land is so sally that
weede wlll not spring up an it, and
nothing  bhut  desert plants can  he
g1own.

Breeding Fing Dates,

Mr HSwingle expects that the Unites
States will some day produce Lates
superinr ta any now grown. The Arnbs
kave triad to perpétusts the ald varia-
ties, usine 1he shoot or sucksrs of the
dgte iress rather than eseediings for
planting new groves. Thisx has been
the sania in Perela and esleawherse 1t
iz different in our Aate gardens of the
Wegt. The =clentists there are taking
the hest of tha old varietias and breed.
Ing new aones. Th«‘- have hundreda of
different kinds, and &are produeing
othera each year, The trees ara mala
and female, and TUncle Sam's matoh
makers are n1.1r;-\-|.ng tha hest speci-
ments of each varlety with an |dea
that the children that come from the
Faeds will have tha hest qualitiez of
earh parent. With this visw the Da-
pariment of Agricultures” is sending
out thousands of saesds and urging the
farmere of those hot, arid rezions to
g=t out date gardens. This is compar-
atively cheep when the trees are
grown from the reeds and the date or-

GLORIOUS HAIR

To Possess it Every Woman Must
Get Rid of Dandruff

Dandrufl is caused by germs; these
germs dig into the roots of the hair and
vociferously devour the nourishment that
nature intenda the hair to have.

B

l;‘_ : 3 ’y

Allow these destructive and persistent
little devils to keep feasting and soon the
hair of any person will Jose its natural
life and lustre, will fade, turn gray and
fall out.

A fifty-cent bottle of Parisian Sage
(now sold all over America) will kill more
dandruff germs than any other known
agent,

It is guaranteed to banish dandruff
stop falling hair and itching scalp, or
money back. Sold by Tragle Diug Co,.

d Swingle Inapecting seedlings five DRY Ol BREAD DATES FROM MECCA GARDEN, CAL=
They ore teating new planis brought

IFORNTA,

chards once In hearing prove
mously profitable. The trees hegin to
fruit in three years, and the dates
sell’ at retail for from 10 to (0 cents
a pound, cording to quality. The
average yield of a Degletr Noor palin
15 put at from §8 to 132 pounds, &nd

enor-

nn estimate of $150 profit per acre a
year & mot eout. of the way. Ewven

counting only 75 pound=s to 4 tree, an
agre should yield 4,000 or 5,000 pounds
A yvear.

There {5 no doubt
mind for dateg can
creased. The Callfornia Frujt Grew.
ere’ Association has by advertlsing
and marketing added A3 per cent. to
the demand for oranges in lowa, and
it {5 spending 140,000 this year tn
increase the sale of that frult In s
nols, Wigeonsin and other Stales. The
same pay be done wlith the date
This fruit is the great drssert food of
France, and a Lex of fine dates forms
the chief Christmas present there; The
Agricultural Department believes that
the time willl come when dates will
he consumed by aur people much as
oranges are now, and they tall me that
we have the soll and climats which can
supply any demand,

fur Bigz Flg Crop.

Anothar tropieal fruit which is now

affecting California, Avizona and Texas,

but

bhae

that ths de-
B Iy ine

Bs well ns other parts of the West, Is
the Smyrna fig This fruit can lLe
relzad over a great area, and thera Is

no daubt but that we could produce nld
we consume. Neavertheless, nine-tenths
of our figg rtill come (rom abroad, and
we are Importing 4,000,000 paunds every
year. Coplifornia has long realized the
money that might ba made out of the

busines and it has tried agoain and
again to go into It, It 4id not succeed,
however, untll Afr. Swingle ULrought

here from Asia Minor the blastophagos
and trained. it to work in the harness
of the hortieulturist.

T wonder If vou have esyver he=ard of

the blastophagas. It ia a little ins=ct
which looks 1ike & wasp. only much
amaller. 1ts chief job in lfe j& carrs

Ing the pollen from tha male fig tree
to tha femala fig tree, and thereby f[er-
tilzing ths frult. Unless it Is ferti-
Hzed the fruit is not good. 1t will not
f#tay on the tree and is of no commer-
elal valus whatsvar.

Noaw tha blastophagas 15 likes ths
boll weavil, In that it will fead upon
only one crop. Tha bholl weavil will eat
nothing but cotten The blastophagas
can live on nothing but the Smyrna
fg. It can he Torn nnlv In' the caprl
g, which is tha male varisty of the
Emyrra fg, and the figs of the male
tres ara sesmingzly good for nothing
alfa but to serva as a breesding ground
for this insect.

Whila talking abouz this= matter
with Mr, Swingla he drew for me two
pictures of tha blpgsoms of the male
and female trees. Each is of the shape
of n bell, with a2 narrew mouth, min-
ute flowers belng on the inside of the
bell. In the male free the flowears are
g0 short that when the Mme Blast-
ophages sticks in her tall and deaposits
the egges they are zloss enough Lo
bacomas n part of tha fruit, and they
eoon hateh thersin and crawl forth as
waspas llke thelr mother. If ons of
these caprl figs ia cut open before 1t
18 ripo It will be seen to be full of
graine which look much llke sseds.
Thesn grains are minuta galls, each of

inzecls ara ready to bite their way
out of the galls the mouth of the capri
fig epens and a ting of male dowers
3 ed helow it begin

abundantly. As the it
they g=L coaled with this pollen and
carry. it to the femala fMlowers which
Hns the voung budding figs on the fr-
male tree. The dusting of the fomale

=

i
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flowers with pollen caus the [ralt
to set and tn hear fertile seadn, which
give the flavor and moka the Smyrna
fig ®n delicious

Now these flawers aboul the tiz
the female trees are longer than tl
on the male trees. They arp so long

that when the wasp puts {ts tail in and
lovs Its eggs they do not reach ta the
bottom and the eggs dry up to noth-
ing. Hewever, as the bhlastaphagas
laye she drops this pollen on the blos-
soms and fertllizes the fruit. Tha

i inwers on the ligs of the male ires are

ghorter, and the eggs reach the frult
and speedily hateh. The work of lay-
ing the #ggs on the female trees iz a
deception practiced by nature on the
wasps, but It works neverthelegs, and
such as lay thelr eggs on the flow-
are of the male {ree are encugh to
perptuate the roce for the figs of the
future.

The people of Callifornia knew about
this inssct and tried to get |t for &
Ilong time before they succeeded. In-
deed, our knowledge of (L dates far
back inte antiquity. Herodotus re-
fers tn caprification in some of his
writings in the fifth century before
Christ, and Aristotle speaks of it In
his history of animals. It was well
known throughout the Orient, and it
has been carried from Agia Minar to
Africa, so that the Moors and Alger-
fans ralse their fgs in this way. In
Smyrna, the fig growers cut the male
figs containing the insects in halvea
and string them on wire sticks, and
then throw them up Intn the femals
trees, and the same I8 now being done
in our ng orchards,

Ar to the Introduction of the In-
gect into Californls, this was attempted

twonty-one yvears ago, but it was not
pueerssful. During thas clght or nihe
vears following other attempis were

made gnd failed, and then Professor
Swingle, having spent a long time in
the study of the Insact and its methods
of werking, sent some caprl figs, whose
cul stems had begn waxed and which
wereg wrapped fn tin foll, to Calltornin,
The wasps came out, but (L was pot the
right time of vear for the female blos-
som, and another attempt was made In

1Ra9; Thix was succsssful, and to
meke a long story short, theblest-
ophagas hegan to hreed by the mil=
Hons n wvear They are now to he

found in the male trees of all the (g
orchords, and we are Talsing fruit
that will compets with that of Emyrna
in the world's muarket

Preedine New Filga.

At Lthe same time the Smyrna fig ia
heing hred, and new fAEs eraptad, the
vary hasl figs are being married, and
new varleties are cgming Into  be-
ing. Ona of these Hex o gsum drvop In
its month, which seals up the placa
whara tha rain 15 Uable to go In and
rat tha fis. This {a known as tha Rix-
ford fig, 1t is a frult which practical-
1y cans |tzelf, and therefore may be
guarantesd elean, without and within
Another self-ssaling varlety was dls-
coversd three years ago, after iwo
soaking ralns had spolled the SN on
the adialning trees of a difterent varie-
ty. Cuttlpgs of thesa varieties ware
belng digiributed to all who will plant
threp sesdling AZ trees for every cut-
ting recelvad.

The Mpalin Tig Orcbhard.

One of the grent hreeding grounds
for new figs is the Maslin fig orchard
in Placer county, Cal. This iz now
a gnvarament station, being rented
to Unecle Sam for a nominal sum by the
Southern Paclfie rallroad. It containd
13% fAg treex which were planfed from
the sseds of the best lmported Emyrna
fign By E. W. Marlin, the seesds having
hean sown almoxt n quartsr of a cen-
tury ago. Prior to that there had heen
nitempts to ralse Smyrna fIgs in Call-
farnia, but owing ta non-caprificatian
and cthsr reasons thev were all un-
successful.  Mr. Maslin thought the
Turks ware sending us hzd geeds, ond
&0 ha wrata to Thurf:r §¢ Company.
tha well known gracel of New York,
to ' #hip him a hox nr\‘n';,ntr very haost
Smyrna figs, as ha wanted {0 plant the
sands Thay A4 En and having
bought this plantation he gave up hils
affice and attempted ta maks money
in archardipne. The seadg sprouted and
ha mot 133 tress. Later on ha found
that his figs weuld net fruit, and h=
eventuslly had 1o glve up his archard
2nd the estats connacted with It

Tn the meantime Mr. Ewingzle trisd to
by the orchard for the Bursau of
Plant Industry of the 1Tnited Siatas
Danartment of Agriculturs, but ths
e owner asked an  axtravagant
prize, wheraupon the title was invasti-

gatad and was found (o 1= In the
Southern Pacific Raliroad, the nrchard
being on their right of way Tha mat-
ter was referrad to tha railrond aw-
thoritieas and they being glad to prb-
mote the frult industry leased the

land tp the United States government
for an indefinita perind for §L per acre
par year,

In that orchard there are now 6ev-
enty-four mala trees and sixty-five fe-
mala tress. All are twenty years old
From the eeedlings have sprung up a
dozen valuable new varlatles, some of
which ars unequaled by any that we

| ment

| ta fig growara in different parts of the

| vacatlon

| Cole

ing regions of Asla Minor, North Africal
ind BEurope, In addition the departe
has several thousand other seeds=
Inge preducsd from the Anest varioties
ot figs and thesa ara being distributed

Waat. The result will ba that tha
U'nited States will eventualiy not only
ralza all {18 own fizs. but that it will
ha tha bheat figs that can ba proe
o
Lol

tzht, 1811, by Frank G. Carpens
ter.)

Williamsburg Social News.
al to The Timeas-Dispateh.]

Va., Augnat 10—Fred' R,
ar of the Baok of Wililams-
ta-dny for Berlln. Md., to spesnd

with his parenta
, of Norfolk. has basn heras
visiting his mother. Mra. Julla

3Mr. ana
Hamnton,

Mre. Hodges 3. Chrlatian, of
who have been spending  thelr
here +wvith relatives, will return
homa the firet of next week.
Tha Rev. and Mrs. K. Ruffin Jonea, Dr
¥an ¥F. Garrett and two children, and H, '
ioft the firat of the week for New'
York Clt¥. Bonton, Albany mnd sther paints,.
9 he away meveral dave
Heulah Rrooks left Thursday gor
. whenea gha will go by atecmer tal
York en route Lo Newport to ba the'
of Mra. A H. Mliea. Later sha will
friends In Plitefield, Mass, and wil}/
4 pne month.

and Slrs. Henley Swoaney, Jr., lefti
day for Staunton, whare they ' will
A coupls of weeks with frisnds sl

Mise
No

Mles Mary Bowry has besn the guast of

frienda in Charles City this week,

Miss Resella Heugs has gone to Risha!
mond, whera sha will remain somas time
I ¥. Darnes, »f! Richmond, was in Wil=|

hirg Monday
A J. Barnes 3
3 TW. J. Young and son., Fanlknen, eff
ampton, spent the wesk here with thel
former’s daughter. Mrs, Spencer Lane.
Misser Ocla ard Rebecca Jonss and Miss
Mianle Davie spent soveral days this weeld
at “hite Fulphur Springs.

N L. W. Lans, Jr., hap been thae mle
of frisnda thia week In Norfolk nnd Suffolk.
B, F. Woite returned vesterday from m
oy of several days in Norfolk. :
F. £ Holderoft and Miss Tda Hold~
. af Richmond, are spending some tioa
with friends in Charlen City county.

Mr. and Mra, Waldr Maddox of Neawr,
York Clty, wara guerts this woek of Mrs,/
E. M. Brooks

and spant the day withi

Farmville Social News

[Spaclal to The Times-Dispateh.]

Farmville, ¥a., August 18-—Mrs. W.
Flournoy eame to Farmville from Amalls,,
and wlil remaln a faw days with friends!
hero before going to Mecklenburg to b withi
her brother, Judge Wood,

fiustay Frisbus, a former TUnited 8
Eovernment architect, is hers to wielt h
hrn}her—in-lat\'. George M. Sarpell.

H. Travilllan, of Gloucester connty,
has returned homs fram his visit ta R, a,
Bristow. X

Miss Nellla Feed, o
turned home after a
T Elam.

Miss Clark, of Lynchburg, ls visiting-dwe
aunt, Mre. Walter H. Rl-.t:urd.mn. 2

Etover Bristow, of Richmend In visithagh
Bristow, i o

his uncle, R. C.

f Blackatons, has res|
ahort vialt to Mre. D,

Miss Alberta Pools has gone te Arvanias to
llrlelmd some time with her friends in that
village.

John F. Walton has gona to tha mountain
to enjoy & month from tha exacting dutles
of his business.

Mrs. George Bright, of Richmond, and

Mra. Timberlake, of the zame city, have
l\:‘eon TeSont gueets in the home of T, N,
“ilmon. ¥

Mre, Frank B Weodson and daughter, of
Rlchmond, are wisiting 'n the homa of .
W, Hubberd on High Etroel

Mra. Willlam R. Eerksley and the baby
have gona to Baltimore for a visit to the
old home of Mrs. Berkeley.

Miss Annle Lane, who has been visiting
iuuthe home of V. Valden, has gone to Nor-
5o

Mise Hessie Lindsay, of Richmond, Is viaig=
1“5 tier hrother, Honry Lindsay, of Farm<
ville,

L. €, and Mre. Martin have raturped
notrip taken to Newport News and the
sanghora

Miss Nannle P. Amos left Monday for o
Visit to her slster, who resides In Roanpke.

Mra, Jefirew Creyke, of WasMngton, haa
Eone to Amalin th spend & portion of the
vacation tima. A

Robert W,
Farmyvil}
Lake, N,

Booker, who racantly cama i
€ from a year's stay at Barana
Y., left on Thursday for Catawb

FRECKLES GONE '
hiais Rty i et il

Removed Them,” Saya Society Lady. |
“"The heat skin sprclalists told me tals
L1

nothing would remove my fracklas, and th
1 would carsy them to my grave,'' sald
weil-ltnawn sactety woman., “hur T faoled
thum all with & new drug. othins—doublie
strength—that T baught at Tragls Drog
20.°8, which cleared my akin
a fina camplaxion ' modies e
The #etlon of othina I8 really Temark.
able, for when applied at night many e
the freckles disappear entirely by morning,
and the rest hava hagun to fades. An aune,
in usually all that s necded, sven for th
worsr case, i
Be surn 1o ask Tragls Drug Co. for th,
doubla strength athine, as this 1s sold und,
A zuarantes of money back If it ialls t
Teniove the freckles.

Few appreciate the excel-
lent flavor of a genuine

French

Sardine ||

packed in pure virgin olive’
oil. Try as a sample our
“Barton’’ French Sardine.

12:4c to 40c per box.
HERMANN SCHMIDT,

504-508 East Broad,
Phone Mon, 101.

Can Cancer Be Cured?
IT CAN

The record of the Kellam Hospitaly
without parallel in history, having ct
to stay cured Fcrmanem v, without
uze of the knife or X-ray, over 90
cent. of the man hundrcés of sulfe
from cancer which it has treated du
the past fifteen years.

We have been endorsed by the
and Legislature of Virginia. ~ We gu
tee our curea. X

Physicians treated free.

Kellam Hospit:

A Yhich-containg u flx dnsect, When, the

hexa:imported from, the bast fg-ETOWA

1617 West Main Stre
RICHMOND, = s = = R




